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			The recent events at Burning Man 2023 have served as a stark reminder that even with the best intentions and thorough planning, nature can still throw curveballs at event organizers. The devastation that ensued following an unexpected rainstorm in Nevada left tens of thousands stranded and at least one casualty, signaling an alarm for event planners everywhere.

News stories like the ones emerging from Black Rock City   the temporary venue built annually for Burning Man   showcase why event planning can be considered one of the most stressful professions. Ensuring safety, managing logistics, and handling unexpected challenges are par for the course, especially when dealing with large-scale events.

LESSONS FROM BURNING MAN 2023

The sheer unpredictability of the weather is no longer something event planners can afford to sideline. As Jake Perez pointed out in his article on LinkedIn News, this year’s adverse weather conditions at Burning Man has reignited discussions among professionals about the critical importance of contingency planning, especially for outdoor events.

     We as event professionals need to draw valuable lessons from this calamity to ensure a safer future for all attendees. Here are some suggestions to help keep your attendees safe and your event production running even during adverse weather: 

	Revisit Your Emergency Plans Regularly: The climate crisis is real, and patterns are changing faster than most contingency plans can keep up with. A plan that might have worked two years ago could be rendered obsolete today. It’s crucial to review and update emergency plans regularly. Investing in training that focuses on severe weather management for outdoor events could also be invaluable.
	Educate and Communicate with Attendees: A knowledgeable crowd is a safe crowd. Clearly communicate potential risks and emergency protocols before and during the event. Use multiple communication channels, including social media, email, and onsite announcements.
	Engage Experts: Weather is unpredictable, but with a professional meteorologist on board, you can make better-informed decisions and possibly foresee problematic weather patterns in advance. This investment can make a difference in attendee safety and can help in creating a more weather-proof contingency plan.
	Resource Allocation: Ensure you have extra resources on hand, like water, food, shelter, and first aid. In the case of extreme events like Burning Man 2023, these resources can be the difference between life and death.
	         Stress Test Your Plans: It’s one thing to have a plan, but another to know it works. Conduct regular drills and simulations to ensure that everyone involved, from security personnel to event staff, knows their roles during an emergency.     


The jarring images and stories from Burning Man serve as a grim reminder of the challenges outdoor events face in our current climate reality. The fact that jokes were made about the ordeal, drawing comparisons to the infamous Fyre Festival, underscores the importance of taking these challenges seriously. For event professionals, the safety of attendees should always be paramount.

     As we move forward, let’s use the lessons from Burning Man 2023 as a catalyst for change. Embracing the principles of contingency planning, communication, and continual learning will ensure a brighter and safer future for all events, regardless of their scale or location. 
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